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HELLO   PEOPLE!

HALLO LEUTE!



Editor´s   letter
Hello, children!

Welcome to the local English – German and Russian

school magazine

HELLO   PEOPLE! -  HALLO

LEUTE!
This is the first issue of our magazine in 2011/2012

school term. We hope you still feel well at schol. We´d like to

provide some interesting reading for you about:

¶ Christmas in Portugal, Hungary, Turkey

¶ Christmas in Slovakia

¶ How St. Nicholas Became Santa Claus

¶ Christmas Quiz

¶ Spot the Difference – Snowman

¶ Comenius experiences in Slovakia

¶ Project Comenius – the Photostory

¶ The story about Halušky

Enjoy your new issue. Good reading!



Christmas in Portugal

Father Christmas('Pai Natal') is believed to bring presents to children
on Christmas Eve, rather than Christmas Day. The presents are left
under the Christmas tree or in shoes by the fireplace.

Like in Spain, the traditional Christmas meal in Portugal is eaten
during the evening of Christmas Eve and consists of codfish with
vegetables and boiled potatoes. This is normally followed by shellfish,
wild meats or other expensive foods.

After the meal, people go to church for the 'Missa do Galo' or 'Mass of
the Rooster' service. After the service people return home, and open
their presents.

Every house has a rich table set in the living room full with
traditional food, cakes, fried cookies, nuts and other goodies! The
traditional Christmas cake is 'Bolo Rei' (which means 'King Cake') and
is placed in the center of the table. People drink porto wine,
traditional liquors and eat 'azevias' and 'felhozes' (Portuguese biscuits
and sweets). The party lasts until the early hours of the morning!

On Christmas Day the living room table remains untouched and
people still enjoy their goodies together! Families come together and
have Christmas Day lunch together.

In Portuguese Happy/Merry Christmas is 'Feliz Natal or Boas Festas'.
Happy/Merry Christmas in lots more languages.

http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/trees.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/spain.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/languages.shtml


Christmas in Hungary

In Hungary, Christmas Eve is very important and is called 'Szent-este'
which means Holy Evening. People spend the evening with their
family and decorate the Christmas Tree. Sometimes only the adults
decorate the tree (without the children there), so when children come
in and see the tree, it's a great surprise and they are told that angels
brought the tree for them.

The main Christmas meal, which is also eaten on Christmas eve,
consists of fish and cabbage and a special kind of poppy bread/cake
called 'Beigli'.

The Midnight Mass service is very popular in Hungary. Most people
go to Church after their Christmas meal.

On Christmas Day people visit their close family.

St Nicholas also visits Hungary on the 6th December. In Hungary he
is known as 'Mikulás'. Children leave out shoes or boots on a
windowsill to be filled with goodies! Presents might also be brought by
Télapó (Old Man Winter)

http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/trees.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml


Christmas in Turkey

IN TURKEY IT IS FORBIDDEN TO PRACTICE CHRISTIANITY BUT
THERE IS ONE SMALL TOWN AS LISTED BELOW WHO DOES STILL
CELEBRATE.

In the Turkish town of Demre, Santa Claus or St Nicholas birth is
celebrated every year during the three-day festival held in early
December. Born in the nearby town of Patara, St Nicholas is
remembered not only as a famous Turkish archbishop, but also for his
kindness to children.

This statement is completely false. Turkey is a laic country where all
religions are respected. Turkey has many groups of various religions,
and everyone is completely free to perform their own religous rituals.
Historically Anatolia is a land where Muslims, Christians and Jews
live in harmony - a rare thing in the world - even today, as it was
hundreds of years ago.

Christmas Dinner in Turkey

Now this is where the Turks will pull out all the stops for you. In areas
where there are a lot of ex-pats, the restaurants will provide you with
a full dinner and entertainment for the day. Average price is 20 to 50
dollars depending on what is included. If the restaurant has
connections, they would have received boxes of Christmas crackers
and Paxo stuffing, from ex-pats flying out especially for Christmas.

Depending on the area, pigs in blankets is not a problem either as pork
is sold in a few places throughout Turkey. I suggest that before
booking any Christmas dinner in a restaurant, that you ask them
specifically what is included.

Entertainment will vary from a live band to the restaurant staff
putting on their own little cabaret. Celebrations start roughly around
12 noon and they will go on till the last person leaves at night, or the
next morning.. A lot of places will insist that you pre-book your dinner
so if you are planning Christmas in Turkey, shop around, compare
prices and then book your ticket



DIY – Do It Yourself

As prices are slowly starting to creep up in Turkey, a lot of ex-pats are
staying in their Turkish homes and cooking dinner themselves. Once
again friends and family would have bought out the essential
decorations and food. A satellite television will provide the festive
atmosphere by showing Christmas films and the queen’s speech.
Alcohol would have been bought from the supermarket. The best part
is you get to fall asleep on the settee half way through the afternoon.

http://turkishtravelblog.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/12/Christmas-in-Turkey.jpg


Christmas In Slovakia

Christmas marks the birth of Jesus and this day is celebrated all
around the world with pride, honor and prestige. The best ways to
pamper your near and dear ones, on this way, include giving gifts and
organizing feasts. Christmas denotes love, blessings, peace,
brotherhood, lights, food, gifts and parties. Christmas trees, Christmas
Eve, Christmas carols and Christmas mass are the spotlight of the
occasion. Every country has its own unique way of celebrating the
holy festival and Slovakia is no exception. Christmas in Slovakia has
been very traditional since its early days. It is spiritual since most
Slovaks are Roman Catholics. It is celebrated as in other countries,
minus the pomp and fanfare. Read on to explore Christmas traditions
in Slovakia.

Christmas Celebrations In Slovakia
Christmas has been very customized and traditional for Slovak
Roman Catholics. They consider Christmas Eve day as the most
significant day of the holiday, which is known as 'Stedry den' (The
Generous Day). The evening is called 'Stedry vecer' (The Generous
Evening). The entire Christmas season has been named as 'Vianoce'. On
this day, the accustomed Christmas trees are adorned with colorful
lights, gifts, balls and silver threads. As in other countries, Slovaks
attend the Midnight Mass in the church, sing carols and have dinner
with their family, on their return. They greet Merry Christmas as
'Vesele Vianoce. A stastlivy Novy Rok'.

On Christmas, different delicacies are prepared by different families
and regions. The main course includes Sauerkraut soup, fish and
potato salad. Loke, a traditional dish prepared from baked risen
dough, raisins and poppy seeds is served after dinner. Various fruits,
like apples, oranges, pineapples, bananas, and nuts, and cakes are also
prominent on this occasion. In other places, the course includes a fish
dish and a thick cabbage soup, with sausage, meat, dried mushrooms
and cream called 'Kapustnica'. Dried plums and apples are also used
in some places. Desserts can vary from cookies (famous being vanilla
crescent) to bars to special thin waffles, with honey.





How St. Nicholas Became Santa Claus

In the 16th Century in Europe, the stories and traditions about
St. Nicholas became very unpopular.

But someone had to deliver presents to children at Christmas, so in the
U.K., he became 'Father Christmas', a character from old children's
stories; in France, he was then known as 'Père Nöel'; in Germany, the
'Christ Kind'. In the early U.S.A. his name was 'Kris Kringle'. Later,
Dutch settlers in the USA took the old stories of St. Nicholas with them
and Kris Kringle became 'Sinterklaas' or as we now say 'Santa Claus'!

Many countries, especially ones in Europe, celebrate St. Nicholas Day
on 6th December. In Holland and some other European Countries,
children leave clogs or shoes out to be filled with presents. They also
believe that if they leave some hay and carrots in their shoes for
Sinterklaas's horse, they will be left some sweets.

St. Nicholas became popular again in the Victorian era when writers,
poets and artists rediscovered the old stories.

In 1823 the famous poem 'A Visit from St. Nicholas' or 'T'was the Night
before Christmas', was published. Dr Clement Clarke Moore later
claimed that he had written it for his children. However, some
scholars now believe that it was actually written by Henry

http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/uk.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/france.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/germany.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/cultures/usa.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/presents.shtml


Livingston, Jr., who was a distant relative of Dr Moore's wife. The
poem describes eight reindeer and gives them their names. They
became really well known in the song 'Rudolph the Red nosed
Reindeer', written in 1949.

The UK Father Christmas and the American Santa Claus became
more and more alike over the years and are now one and the same.

Some people say that Santa lives at the North Pole. In Finland, they
say that he lives in the north part of their country called Lapland.

But everyone agrees that he travels through the sky on a sledge that is
pulled by reindeer, that he comes into houses down the chimney at
night and places presents for the children in socks or bags by their
beds, in front of the family Christmas tree, or by the fire place.

Most children receive their presents on Christmas Eve night or early
Christmas morning, but in some countries they get their presents on St.
Nicholas Day, December 6th.

St. Nicholas putting the bag of gold into a stocking is probably where
the custom of having a tangerine or satsuma at the bottom of your
Christmas stocking came from. If people couldn't afford gold, some
golden fruit was a good replacement - and until the last 50 years these
were quite unusual fruits and so still special!

The biggest Christmas stocking was 51m 35cm (168ft 5.65in) long and
21m 63cm (70ft 11.57in) wide (from the heel to the toe). It was made the
volunteer emergency services organisation Pubblica Assistenza
Carrara e Sezioni (Italy) in Carrara, Tuscany, Italy, on 5 January
2011. Just think how many presents you could fit in that!

http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml
http://www.whychristmas.com/customs/fatherchristmas.shtml


Christmas Quiz

Here's a Christmas Quiz with 20 questions for you to try!
All the answers are somewhere on the site!

1. What's the name of the period leading up to Christmas?
2. How many Wise Men brought gifts to Jesus?
3. How does Good King Wenceslas like his pizzas?
4. What was the name of John the Baptist's Mother?
5. Who brings presents to children in Holland on the 5th/6th

December?
6. How many letters are in the angelic alphabet?
7. In what town was Jesus born?
8. How many presents were given in total in the 12 Days of

Christmas?
9. In what decade was the first Christmas Card sent in the UK?
10.What country did the family escape to?
11. How many of Rudolph's eight companions names start with 'D'?
12. What country did Christmas Trees originate from?
13. Who was the Jewish King who ordered the babies to be killed?
14.What's the second line of "I'm dreaming of a white christmas"?
15. What was Joseph's job?
16.Who started the custom of Wassailing?
17. Who were first people to visit the baby Jesus?
18. What's lucky to find in your Christmas Pudding?
19.What Angel visited Mary?
20. Where did the baby Jesus sleep?

 The answers!

1. Advent
2. More than one, the Bible doesn't say how many!
3. Deep pan, crisp and even!
4. Elizabeth
5. St. Nicholas
6. 25; 'no el'!!!
7. Bethlehem
8. 364
9. 1840s - 1843 by Sir Henry Cole
10.Egypt
11. Three - Dasher, Dancer and Donner
12. Germany - it was Latvia but it was part of German then!

http://www.whychristmas.com/fun/quiz.shtml


13. King Herod
14.Just like the ones I used to know
15. Carpenter
16.The Anglo Saxons - it means 'good health'
17. Shepherds
18. A six pence
19.Gabriel
20. In a manger

Spot the Difference -- Snowman

Can you find the eight differences?



Comenius  experiences in Slovakia

It happened a few weeks ago. They, our
partners, our friends came to Slovakia, to Rimavska
Sobota and to our school on 10th October 2011. They:
Portuguese team, Hungarian team and Turkish
team came to visit us with their students. We spent
wonderful moments with them. We all, with our
students of course went to the High Tatras (where
we met the first snow of this winter), to Betliar,
Ochtinska aragonit cave (which is the unique of the
world), and we showed them our town, we introduce
them to our major, JUDr. Šimko. The students from
these countries were accommodated in the Slovak
families. Our students took their visitors to our
nature, to our churches and our historical places. All
visitors loved our kitchen, our nature, our people.
They were very sad when they had to leave us. But
they had to go home on 15th October 2011. Next year
our students with us (the teachers) will go to
Portugal and Turkey.

(written by the Comenius team)



PROJECT
COMENIUS
...Photostory...

The first project meeting :
22th – 26th November 2010

POZANTI, Turkey

Primary School in Pozanti Workshop with partners Trip to Cappadocia

The second meeting:
8th – 12th March 2011-12-11

GÖRBEHÁZA, Hungary

                 On the way to Görbgeháza                               dancing…



     At school corridor on the trip to Debrecen

The third meeting
11th – 14th October 2011

RIMAVSKÁ SOBOTA, Slovakia

Comenius corner      welcome of  participants

         Opening ceremony                              meeting in the Town Hall



                                         In the High Tatras

in Betliar castle                        and                    Ochtina aragonite cave

a photo after the closing ceremony                 farewell to friends

See you in Portugal in March 2012...



The story about
Halušky

Once upon a time, far, far away from here lived a very important and
famous Royal family of Halušky. The Queen from this kingdom was very
smart and beautiful and the King was pleasant and just. All people loved
them. They lived in a harmony, happiness and withous any problems. The
Queen was very sociable and she arranged a lot of events for example balls,
fashion shows, competitions in knitting, emboing and others. King aslo
arranged competitions in shooting, hunting, e.g. Every year in the autumn
time they had competitions in cooking. It was a festival of food. All good and
talented cooks and chefs came to the Royal garden and brought a lot of tasty
traditional foods. They put the most colourful and tasty food on the
wonderful decorated bowls at the ten meters long table. Who cooked the best
food may worked in the Royal family services for a year. Then the Queen
and King was walking around the table and tasting a small pieces of all
dishes. In the evening when both of them was very overeated came to the end
of the table and there was a little saucer with colorless dish. They were
surprised. „ Who brought this food? „ and „ What is it? „ asked. They were
frightened to taste this food because they never saw something like that. Then
the young shepherd came. „ It is very tasty dish from potatoes and flower
with sheep cheese and bacon, said. „ I tried to cook something cheap and tasty.
„ The Queen tasted it. She never ate better food like this before. „ WAW, it is
really good. „ Then the King tasted it, too. „ Yes, it is true. How is it called? „
The young man thought a minute and told: „ It will be small Halušky
named. „ Stepherd was really lucky and said: „ OK. „  The King told: „ You
are our new chef. „ From that time small halušky with sheep cheese and bacon
became their national food.

(written by the Comenius team)





Warum feiern wir Weihnachten?

Weihnachten wird auch das Christfest genannt und ist das christliche

Fest der Geburt Jesu Christi. Der Hauptfesttag ist der 25. Dezember, der am Vorabend, dem

Heiligabend, beginnt.

Wie feiert man in Deutschland Weihnachten?

Weihnachten hat in Deutschland vor allem mit Gemeinsamkeit und Besinnung zu tun. Das

sind Pausen im Leben des Alltags, die in Deutschland von vielen gerne genutzt werden, um

Weihnachtsmärkte aufzusuchen, weihnachtliche Stimmung einzufangen und die Seele

baumeln zu lassen. Gerne sitzt man beisammen, trinkt Glühwein, nascht Lebkuchen. Es

werden zu dieser Zeit häufiger als sonst Kirchen aufgesucht, auch von Menschen, die nicht an

Gott glauben, um vielleicht dem Weihnachtsoratorium von Bach oder Mozarts Zauberflöte zu

lauschen.

Bräuche zu Weihnachten

Bräuche zu Weihnachten sind feste überlieferte Bestandteile des Weihnachtsfestes, die sich

um das Geschehen und die Geschichte von Weihnachten herausgebildet haben.



Adventszeit

Dieser Zeitraum entsprach ursprünglich der Fastenzeit und war kaum trennbar vom Alltag. In

der Gegenwart dient sie als eine Art Vorbereitung auf das große Ereignis, welches zum

Beispiel unterstützt wird durch Symbole wie Adventskranz, Adventskalender oder das Backen

von Christstollen, einem der ältesten deutschen Weihnachtsgebäcke. Die Wohnungen werden

geschmückt und geschnitzte Figuren wie Räuchermännchen oder Nussknacker stehen im

Zimmer. Die Adventszeit beginnt am vierten Sonntag vor Weihnachten.

Am 6. Dezember ist der Nikolaustag. Ein Tag, an dem in den sauber geputzten Schuhen,

Süßigkeiten oder kleinere Geschenke versteckt werden.

Weihnachtszeit

Es gibt auch nach wie vor Bräuche zu Weihnachten wie das Krippenspiel, in dem die

Weihnachtsgeschichte nachgespielt wird.

Am Heiligabend selbst oder am 1.Weihnachtsfeiertag findet überall die Bescherung statt.

Menschen beschenken Menschen und man freut sich über die Freude der anderen. Oft ist es

so, dass für Kinder der Weihnachtsmann die Geschenke aus einem großen Sack holt und sie

überbringt, aber nicht ganz ohne Gegenleistung, so dass Gedichte, Sprüche aufgesagt oder

Lieder gesungen werden. Nicht selten schreiben Kinder, mit Unterstützung der Eltern, einen

Wunschzettel bereits in der Vorweihnachtszeit. Überhaupt wird an den Feiertagen viel

gesungen oder musiziert.

Einer der Bräuche zu Weihnachten ist traditionell auch die Zubereitung eines

besonderen Mahles. Weihnachtsgans oder Weihnachtskarpfen stellen keine Seltenheit dar. Zu

Heiligabend gibt es in vielen Familien Würstchen mit Kartoffelsalat.



Auch einer der nicht christlichen, sondern jüngeren Bräuche zu Weihnachten ist inzwischen

überall in Deutschland Tradition geworden; Der Weihnachtsbaum, der in den Wohnungen,

Kirchen oder auf Plätzen aufgestellt und reichlich geschmückt wird. Dort treffen sich die

Menschen, Geschenke erhalten ihren Platz und werden ausgepackt. Es wird gesungen oder

man liest sich etwas vor. Diese Tradition verbreitete sich im 19. Jahrhundert von Deutschland

aus über die ganze Welt.

Ein weiterer Brauch ist der Christklotz. Dieser Holzklotz besteht aus Eiche oder Esche und wird

für den Kamin als Feuerholz am Heiligabend verwendet. Eine Art Weihung erfährt der Stamm

durch das Übergießen mit Wein und einem Segensspruch, mit dem Ziel, das Kaminfeuer in

der kalten Jahreszeit hervorzuheben.



Weihnachtslieder
O Tannenbaum

O Tannebaum, o Tannenbaum,
wie grün sind deine Blätter!
Du grünst nicht nur zur Sommerzeit,
nein, auch im Winter, wenn es schneit.
O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,
wie grün sind deine Blätter!

O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,
du kannst mir sehr gefallen.
Wie oft hat nicht zur Weihnachtszeit
ein Baum von dir mich hoch erfreut.
O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,
du kannst mir sehr gefallen.

O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,
dein Kleid will mich was lehren:
Die Hoffnung und Beständigkeit
gibt Trost und Kraft zu jeder Zeit.
O Tannenbaum, o Tannenbaum,
dein Kleid will mich was lehren.

Leise rieselt der Schnee
Leise rieselt der Schnee,
still und starr liegt der See,
weihnachtlich glänzet der Wald,
freue dich, Christkind kommt bald!

In den Herzen ist´ warm,
still schweigt Kummern und Harm.
Sorge des Lebens verhalt,
freue dich Christkind kommt bald!

Bald ist heilige Nacht,
Chor der Engel erwacht,
Hört nur, wie lieblich es schallt:
Freue dich, Christkind kommt bald!

Alle Jahre wieder

Alle Jahre wieder
kommt das Christuskind
auf die Erde nieder,
wo wir Menschen sind.

Kehrt mit seinem Segen
ein in jedes Haus,
geht auf allen Wegen
mit uns ein und aus.

Steht auch mir zur Seite
still und unerkannt,
dass es treu mich leite
an der lieben Hand.

Stille Nacht

Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!
Alles schläft, einsam wacht
nur das traute, hochheilige Paar.
Holder Knabe im lockigen Haar,
schlaf in himmlischer Ruh,
schlaf in himmlischer Ruh!

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht!
Hirten erst kundgemacht
durch den Engel Halleluja
tönt es laut von fern und nah:
Christ der Retter ist da,
Christ der Retter ist da!

Stille Nacht! Heilige Nacht!
Gottes Sohn, o wie lacht,
lieb aus deinem göttlichen Mund,
da uns schlägt die rettende Stund,
Christ in deiner Geburt,
Christ in deiner Geburt!

O du fröhliche Weihnachtszeit

O du fröhliche, o du selige,
gnadenbringende Weihnachtszeit!
Welt ging verloren, Christ ward geboren.
Freue, freue dich, o Christenheit!

O du fröhliche, o du selige
gnadenbringende Weihnachtszeit!
Christ ist erschienen, uns zu versühnen.
Freue, freue dich, o Christenheit!

O du fröhliche, o du selige,
gnadenbringende Weihnachtszeit!
Himmlische Heere jauchzen Ehre.
Freue, freue dich, o Christenheit!

Still, still, still,
weil´s Kindlein schlafen will

Still, still, still,
weil´s Kindlein schlafen will.
Die Englein tun schön jubilieren,
bei dem Kripplein musizieren.
Still, still, still, weil´s Kindlein schlafen will.

Schlaf, schlaf, schlaf,
mein liebes Kindlein, schlaf!
Maria will dich niedersingen,
ihre keusche Brust darbringen.
Schlaf, schlaf, schlaf,
mein liebes Kindlein, schlaf!







 Рождественский сочельник -   6 января

Рождественский сочельник - день накануне праздника Рождества
Христова. Название праздника связано с обычаем православных христиан
употреблять этот день в пищу сочиво - сушеные хлебные зерна,
размоченные в воде, проще говоря - кашу. Сочивом называли не только
кашу и всякую постную пищу, а также сок; или, как говорили в прежние

времена, "молоко" разных семян: маковое, подсолнечное, горчичное, конопляное, ореховое,
миндальное и другие. Этим соком приправляли каши во время 40-дневного Филиппового
поста перед Рождеством и в Рождественский сочельник.

Основы празднования Рождественского сочельника были установлены Православной
Церковью уже в IV в. По традиции, в сочельник принято отказываться от пищи до первой
звезды. Эта традиция связана с преданием о появлении Вифлеемской звезды, возвестившей о
рождении Христа, но в уставе церкви она не записана. У православных трапеза начиналась с
приема кутьи. Порядок приема пищи определялся строгими правилами: сначала подавались
закуски, затем красный борщ, грибной или рыбный суп. К борщу, грибному супу подавались
ушки или пирожки с грибами, а у православных сочни - жареные на конопляном масле
мучные лепешки. В завершении трапезы на стол подавались сладкие блюда: пряники, рулет с
маком, медовики, яблоки, орехи, клюквенный кисель, компот из сухофруктов.

Рождество православная семья ждала весь год.

Считалось, что если праздник совпадает с воскресеньем, то лето будет обильное, с
множеством плодов и меда; а если с понедельником, то зима будет доброй, а весна мокрой.
Если день теплый — к урожаю, если капельк хорошей грече, а метель поднимется — к
роению пчел.
Коли небо звездное — будет много ягод и богатый приплод скота. Существовали и "приметы-
запреты". Нельзя шить в Рождество, дабы не ослепнуть.
От Рождества до Крещения нельзя было охотиться на зверей и птиц. С теми, кто охотился, -
случались несчастья, многие в лесу замерзали.
Словом, в этот день надо было не работать, а посвятить себя прославлению Спасителя и
размышлению о великом событии.

Поздравления на  сочельник 2012

От души поздравляю тебя с великим праздником — Крещенским сочельником! Пусть тебя
обходят стороной все беды, пусть в этот день твои мысли будут чисты и святы, как
крещенская вода! А она пусть весь год дарит тебе здоровье не только тела, но и души!

Сегодня в праздник уж вечерний,
Отметим мы, конечно же, сочельник.
Появление Господне с улыбкой встретим,
С друзьями и родными мы его отметим.



Праздник чистый, Праздник светлый,
Он — как стекла на свету,
Весь сверкает и сияет,
Лишь его я так люблю!
Он бывает всегда в зиму,
И остался до сих пор.
В воспоминаниях счастливых,
Как приятный разговор.sss



Русский Новый год
 История появления праздника

Один из календарных праздников. До XV века (возможно, также и до принятия христианства)
на Руси новый год наступал 1 марта по юлианскому календарю или в день зимнего
солнцестояния. Как свидетельство этого сохранились оригинальные названия некоторых
месяцев: октябрь лат. octo — восьмой, ноябрь лат. novem — девятый, декабрь лат. decem —
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десятый.

С XV века новый год начинался 1 сентября, сведения о праздновании Нового года
появляются с конца XV века. «Парижский словарь московитов» (XVI век) сохранил русское
название новогоднего праздника: Первый день во году.

С 1700 года по указу Петра I Новый год в России празднуют, как и в других странах Европы,
1 января (по юлианскому календарю).

Начиная с 1919 года новогодний праздник в России стали отмечать в соответствии с
григорианским календарём. С 1930 по 1947 год 1 января в СССР был обычным рабочим
днём. 23 декабря 1947 года указом Президиума ВС СССР 1 января стало праздничным и
выходным днём. По закону от 25 сентября 1992 года в РФ и 2 января стало выходным. С 2005
года в России с 1 по 5 января установлены новогодние каникулы (ранее — только 1 и 2), и эти
дни объявлены нерабочими, а с учётом выходных дней и Рождества — официального
праздничного дня — отдых в условиях пятидневной рабочей недели длится, как минимум, 8
(на практике, начиная с 2005 нового года - 10 дней, включая нерабочие дни до 1 января и
переносы выходных дней).

Новогодняя ёлка
Встреча Нового года является во многих странах очень значимым праздником. И
сопровождается разнообразными эстрадными мероприятиями, застольем, народными
гуляньями. Согласно традиции в доме устанавливается новогодняя ёлка. Во многих странах
её ставят на Рождество и именуют рождественской ёлкой. В России длительное время
существовала подобная традиция, но  во время Первой мировой войны, ёлка была запрещена
и вновь разрешена  перед новым 1936 годом, но уже как Новогодняя ёлка.

Новогодний стол
При встрече Нового года близкие собираются за столом.

В варианте празднования Нового Года собравшиеся сначала «провожают» год —
вспоминают, чем он запомнился или что в нём было. в 0 часов 0 минут, 1 января бьют
куранты. С первым ударом курантов, знаменующим приход нового года, принято чокаться
бокалами с шампанским и загадывать желание.

Дед Мороз
Дед Мороз — сказочный персонаж русского фольклора. В славянской мифологии —
олицетворение зимних морозов, кузнец, сковывающий воду. Собирательный образ Деда
Мороза построен по мотивам агиографии Святого Николая, а также описаний
древнеславянских божеств Позвизда, Зимника и Корочуна.

В Новый год приходит Дед Мороз и дарит детям подарки, которые приносит в мешке за
спиной. Часто изображается в синей, серебристой или красной шубе расшитой узорами,
шапке(а не в колпаке), с длинной белой бородой и посохом в руке, в валенках. Ездит на
тройке лошадей, на лыжах или передвигается пешком.
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Древние славяне представляли его в образе низенького старичка с длинной седой бородою.
Его дыхание — сильная стужа. Его слёзы — сосульки. Иней — замёрзшие слова. А
волосы — снежные облака. Супруга Мороза — сама Зима. Помощники — Мароссы
(Трескуны). Зимой Мороз бегает по полям, лесам, улицам и стучит своим посохом. От этого
стука трескучие морозы сковывают реки, ручьи, лужи льдами. А если он ударит посохом об
угол избы — непременно бревно
треснет. Очень не любит Морозко тех,
кто дрожит и жалуется на стужу. А
бодрым и весёлым дарует крепость
телесную и жаркий румянец.
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